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Lochaber Rotary Club golf tournament raises over
£65,000 for charity, full details on page 3.
The Rotary Club of Lochaber contact:
Secretary Geoff Heathcote: secretary@lochaberrotaryclub.org.uk
www.lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk/contact-us/
www.Facebook.com/LochaberRotary
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Welcome to our new monthly newsletter - taking over from the Wee Roaty.
David Anderson did a superb job editing and producing the Club
Newsletter, later entitled the Wee Roaty, over a 16 year span. The Club will
be eternally grateful to him for his huge dedication and expertise. As you
will recall, under David’ editorship, we won “Best Newsletter in District
1230” year on year and our articles were extensively reprinted in the District
Magazine. We cannot hope to emulate David’s great work but, with the
support of the Nevis Landscape Partnership, we have produced edition
number one of our newsletter.

The Club is delighted to work in partnership with the Nevis Landscape
Partnership. They are an innovative collective of environmental
organisations, local and national, working together to protect and enhance
the land and we are delighted to be partnering them in this newsletter
project.
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Lochaber Rotary Club golf tournament
raises over £65,000 for charity
On a brilliantly sunny Sunday morning, just under 20 teams tee'd off on The Rotary
Club of Lochaber’s annual Golf Competition at Fort William Golf Club. This was the
18th year of the event and, thanks to the generosity of local business sponsorship,
brings the total amount raised to date to over £65,000. The main sponsors this year
were Marine Harvest, John McLellan & Co, Funeral Directors and Lochaber Housing
Association.
Rotary President Donald McCorkindale said “We are extremely grateful to our
sponsors and to the Golf Club for allowing us to use their course for this annual
competition. It is a major fund raiser for our charity programme and enables us to
support numerous good causes in Lochaber. I would like to emphasise that, thanks to
our own members donating their time and organisational skills, we have no
administrative overheads and that every single penny is used for local charities and
worthy causes”.
Results:Overall Winners - The Bald Eagles
First Ladies - Rosie’s Renegades
Second - The Bar Stewards
Third - The Auld Boys
Yellow Ball – Marine Harvest
First Visitors - The Spean Commandos

Nearest the pin at 3rd hole - J. Jordan
Nearest the pin at 6th hole – Davy Laing
Nearest the pin at 12th hole – James MacIntyre
Nearest the pin at 16th hole – Stewart Duncan
Longest Drive Ladies – Rosie MacIntyre
Longest Drive Men – Peter Laing

After the prizes had been presented, Tournament Coordinator, Past-President Donald
Young said “I would like to thank all our main sponsors, the Committee and Members
of Fort William Golf Club and the huge amount of Rotarians and helpers that made
the tournament a resounding success. Most importantly, we thank the competitors
who support us year on year and make it possible for the Rotary Club to support so
many worthwhile local causes” Donald added “Our raffle alone raised nearly £500
and, taken altogether, we have now raised over £65,000 over the 18 years of the
tournament.”
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THE CLUB EXTENDS ITS THANKS AND
APPRECIATION TO:
1. All our main sponsors, Marine Harvest and John MacLellan &
Co, Funeral Directors, also Lochaber Housing Association.
2. The committee and members of Fort William Golf Club
3. The Greens Convenor and Green Staff

4. James and his willing band of helpers and Clare for her
excellent catering

5. James, for standing in at the last minute to compute the
scores

6. All our other generous supporters for sponsoring every tee
and green and all the prize monies

7. David Mee, for again producing the scorecards and for his
gallant efforts on bike to retrieve the markers

8. John Rosie and Iain Johnston for organising the erecting of the
sponsor boards and Alan Kirk in obtaining the sponsorships

9. All those who donated raffle prizes, and Ian Abernethy, Flora
and Margaret for manning the raffle table and raising £470.30

10. Viv Johnston who once again presented the prizes. Viv was
presented with a lovely flower arrangement as a token of our
appreciation.

11. Sincere thanks to Paula and Terry for their sterling work at
the mobile bar at the 12th hole.

12. But, most of all – thanks to the competitors for supporting us

each year and making it possible for the Rotary Club of Lochaber
to support so many worthwhile local causes.
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The Rotary Club is donating £500
towards Dawn’s overall costs of £1,750.
BALLACHULISH GIRL
Rotary Club President Donald
HEADS FOR KENYAMcCorkindale said, “Dawn’s expedition,
Rotary Club gives Dawn and its benefits to communities in Kenya,
aligns exactly with the ethos of Rotary
a funding boost!
and we were unanimous in our decision
15-year-old Dawn Beaton from
to award her a Rotary grant”. Donald
Ballachulish, a Young Leader in the added that it would also help her
Scouting Movement, has been
personal development and said, “the Club
accepted to take part in a threelooks forward to hearing from her on her
week expedition to Kenya in July.
return”.
The expedition is being organised by
Highlands and Islands Scouts and An excited Dawn expressed her thanks to
includes serious aspects such as
the Rotary Club and added “I’m most
volunteering at an after-school
looking forward to climbing Mount Kenya
project in the slums of Nairobi and and living as a local in a traditional Masai
spending 7 days educating girls on village. It will be good to visit Nairobi
health and other areas in a Masai
National Park where we will see lots of
village. On the lighter side it also
animals. We will be working with
includes hiking up Mount Kenya and schoolchildren and helping empower
visiting a National Park!
young girls through the Amuka
Dawn, a pupil at Kinlochleven High
School, joined the Scouts in 2012
when the 4th Lochaber Scout group
was restarted in Ballachulish by
local volunteers. Deborah Fyfe,
leader at the local Scout group said
“The purpose of the expedition is to
promote the physical, intellectual,
social and spiritual development of
young people in achieving their full
potential as responsible citizens and
as members of their local, national
and international communities.”
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Foundation”.

Dawn is actively fundraising to achieve
her target of £1,750 and you can help by
donating via the Facebook page she has
set up, “Dawn’s Kenya Expedition.”
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ROTARY CHILDREN’S POETRY COMPETITION
TACKLES THE SEASHORE!
Club President Donald McCorkindale
welcomed the winners of this year’s
annual Rotary poetry competition,
Alan Byrne and Sarah MacEachan
from St Columba’s RC Primary, along
with their Head Teacher Violet
Smith, to lunch at a recent Rotary
meeting. The winner of the Gaelic
language poem, Martha Pritchard
from Acharacle Primary, was unable
to attend.
Over 200 entries were submitted
from Lochaber’s 25 primary schools stretching from Kinlochleven in the
east to the Island of Eigg in the west
and from Invergarry in the north to
Duror Primary in South Lochaber.
The subject of this year’s creative
challenge was “The Seashore” – a
recognition of the importance that
the contribution of the sea and
coastline make to Lochaber’s
outstanding visual landscape, its
economy and its character. This
topic posed a real challenge to the
youngsters who addressed it in a
wide range of poetic creations.

After lengthy deliberation and
discussion, including reading all the
entries aloud, the judges decided to
award the overall winner’s prize to
Alan Byrne from Primary 6 at St
Columba’s Primary at the Caol
Campus. Alan receives a trophy and
his school received a cheque for £50.
All the winners (pictured below)
received book tokens to the value of
£20 with £10 tokens to the runners
up.
Past-President John Goodall, current
chair of the Club’s Youth Activities
Committee, said “We were pleased
with the quality of the entries,
particularly with the inventiveness of
the very young pupils in primaries 1
and 2, and we are happy with the
year-on-year uptake from Lochaber’s
schools. The poetry competition
continues to be very popular. We
extend our thanks to Lorna
Findlayson who read all the poems
aloud. This was a huge help to the
judges”.
The winners were presented with
their certificates and book tokens at
the Club’s weekly business lunch
meeting.
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Primaries 5-7
Winner: Alan Byrne, p6, St
Columba’s Primary, Caol (pictured
right)
Runner Up: Brodie Groundwater, p5,
Kinlochleven Primary
Gaelic language winner: Martha
Pritchard, p2 Acharacle Primary

Primaries 1-4
Winner: Sarah MacEachan, p4, St
Columba’s Primary, Caol (pictured
left)
Runner Up: Ailsa MacDougall, p4,
Arisaig Primary

Pictured: Margaret Boyd, vice-convenor of the Youth Activities Committee, John Goodall,
convenor, Sarah and Alan, Violet Smith, Head teacher, and Club President Donald McCorkindale
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CHARLIE IS OUT AND ABOUT!
Honorary Member Charlie Moore
with President-Elect Iain
Johnston at the recent unveiling
of the bronze Model T Ford.
Great to see Charlie out and
about. He served our Club as
Treasurer and as Auditor for
many years and when he retired
we recognised his decades of
support by awarding him
honorary membership.
Pictured: Charlie Moore with
President Iain Johnston

CONNOR NAMED YOUNG
PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

17 year old Connor Campbell (pictured),
who donated his time and skills to
illustrate 4 chapters in our club’s book
“Children’s Bedtime Stories from the
Scottish Highlands” has won the senior
age group Young Photographer
competition at the Cumbernauld Rotary
Club stage (his home town) and at the
District- level. He went forward to the
national event but was unsuccessful.
Cumbernauld Club President Tom Porter
called Connors's district-level win a
‘fantastic achievement” and added “the
standard of entries in the competition
was extremely high”.
Connor is the grandson of Club Public
Relations Officer Ken Johnston’s sister
and is a frequent visitor to Lochaber.
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THE WALK THAT TURNED INTO A CYCLE RUN !
Lochan na H Earba, Glenspean, Badenoch.

Ron’s first walk of the 2017-18 season turned into a bike ride!
Ron predicted that the turn out might be low due to the holiday weekend and
the Club’s AmAm Golf the following day. With this in mind, we took our bikes
as an option and it turned out to be a first class idea.
Liz & I met Ron & Christine at Luiblea near Moy at 10.30am. Saturday 26th
May 2018.
Our route took us over the River Spean concrete bridge into the western
fringes of Ardverikie Estate followed by an ascent of over 100 metres to reach
the sandy bay at Lochan na H Earba.
The weather was sparkling and so was Lochan na H Earba! The little river
beside the loch looked very appealing under the hot sky. However none of us
had a costume or a towel (vows were made to return another day). Ron guided
us along the side of the Lochan to the north end where we had our tea &
sandwiches and then set out on the return trip. We ended a super outing with
delicious coffee and cakes in the Lochaber Geopark’s “Darwin's Rest” in
Roybridge Village - highly recommend a visit if you are passing- friendly staff
and fine fayre.
Distance covered 25km. Very grateful to Ron for organising the trip and the
weather too. Thank you Christine & Ron !
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LAGGAN LOCKS TO FORT AUGUSTUS
Past President Ron Gretton, in liaison with Club Sports Officer David Robertson,
has arranged a wide range of walks and bike runs, taking in much of Lochaber’s
wild countryside and stunning scenery, for the 2018 season.
The latest trip involved the canal towpath and the new cycleway linking Laggan
Locks to Fort Augustus, a return trip of 20 miles. Here is David’s account of an
enjoyable, energetic and interesting day.
“Our party of eight set out from Laggan Locks at 10.30am. The weather was
fine and warm and we headed into a light north easterly breeze as we passed
some superb scenery on our way to Fort Augustus. It is quite understandable
why we get so many tourists, just look around at the magnificent views. We
arrived just in time for opening at the Lock Inn where a hearty lunch was
enjoyed by all.
Shortly after lunch our stalwarts embarked on the return trip. The north
easterly prevailed despite the forecast and we had a very pleasant wind
assisted trip back to Laggan Locks.
We all enjoyed good company, good food, and splendid scenery.Thanks again
to Ron for choosing the route and organising the event."
The full programme of Ron’s Walks/Bike Rides is set out below. Join us if you
can!
18 August – Bike Ride to Creagan Inn. Meet south of Duror at 10.30
1 September - Walk – Druimindarroch. Meet at Druimindarroch at 11.00
15 September – Bike Ride - Lismore Island. Meet at Port Appin at 10.30
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ARDNAMURCHAN HIGH SCHOOL PUPIL IS RUNNER-UP IN
ALL-SCOTLAND “ROTARY YOUNG CHEF” COMPETITION.

Hard on the heels of winning the Lochaber-wide heat, followed by topping the
judges’ poll in the West of Scotland stage, fourteen year old Angus Dunn from
Strontian was a runner-up in the Scotland & North of England heat, narrowly
missing out on a place in the UK finals.
The purpose of the competition is to encourage and develop creative and
value-for-money cookery in young people – a valuable and highly employable
life skill in today’s world.

Angus was presented with his trophy by Past President Donald Young, who
co-ordinates the Lochaber leg of the competition, at Lochaber Rotary Club at
it’s evening business meeting on 6 June. He was joined by his mother, Justine,
and Trish Kennedy from Ardnamurchan High School. Club President Donald
McCorkindale congratulated Angus and said that the Club was very proud that
a local lad had progressed so far in this national competition. He added “I
know Angus, and know him to be a talented young man”.
Angus has benefitted from support and training from chef Gary Phillips of
Kilcambe Lodge Hotel as well as encouragement from his mother and Trish
who is the Young Chef Mentor at the school and liaises with the Rotary Club in
running the popular competition. On behalf of the school Trish said “We are
extremely proud of Angus’ achievement. He worked extremely hard at home
practising and refining his recipes and his wins in the earlier stages and runnerup at this national stage were well deserved”.
Pictured: Young Chef Angus
Dunn, Club President Donald
McCorkindale; Trish Kennedy,
Young Chef Mentor,
Ardnamurchan High School;
Justine Dunn, Angus' mother;
President Elect Iain Johnston;
Past President Donald Young
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ROTARIAN PAUL BRIAN RECALLS HIS YEARS AS
HEAD TEACHER AT LOCHABER HIGH SCHOOL
With this, his fourth job talk in his
25 years of Rotary membership,
Paul delivered an engaging and
reflective talk focussing on his
three years as head teacher at
Lochaber High School in the 1990s.
He also took the opportunity to
clarify the school’s approach to
teaching pupils about the world of
business and our economy- a point
raised by a local businessman who
spoke at a recent lunch meeting.

This was a period when the fabric
of the school building was in a poor
state of repair– cracked drains,
peeling wallpaper and a broken
heating system resulting in subzero temperatures. The faulty fire
alarm system was a particular
concern and caused much
disruption. Consequently, much of
his time was taken up in pressing
for funding for improvements to
achieve a building fit for purpose.

The support he had from the late
councillors Iain and Olwyn
Macdonald, and the pressure they
brought to bear at regional level,
helped to sow the seed that grew
into the multi-million pound
upgrade that we see today.

Paul had inherited a school where
pupils in the junior years were
divided into classes based on their
religion– Roman Catholic and nondenominational, an outdated and
potentially divisive system. With the
willing cooperation of local clergy of
all denominations, and by discussion
with parents, it was possible to
achieve the integrated system class
which we have today.
Another initiative was the
reintroduction of morning
assemblies– creating a time and
place to update pupils on school
events and activities, to recognise
achievements by fellow pupils, and
to introduce a range of visiting
speakers. Such “whole school”
gatherings appeared to be popular
with pupils and made a positive
contribution to the ethos of the
school.
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The High School’s curriculum includes teaching business studies,
encouraging membership of “young enterprise clubs” and gaining work
experience– all of which support the government’s aim of creating a
vibrant economy. The teaching material used is factual and without
political bias.
Club President Donald McCorkindale thanked Paul for the “positive vibes
and clarity” of his brief talk. Past-President Sheana Fraser, a working
colleague of Paul’s in the 1990s, also thanked Paul for his talk and said his
time in the headship had been three years well spent. Club members
thanked Paul with lengthy applause.
Pictured below: Club Secretary Geoff Heathcote, Paul and Club
President Donald McCorkindale
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YOUNG MUSICIANS OF THE YEAR PERFORM AT THE
ROTARY CLUB
Local young musician winners
gave a “superb performance” at
the Lochaber Rotary Club’s
business lunch meeting on 23
May.
Ailsa Janzen, from Kinlochleven
High School, winner of the Rotary
Junior Young Musician of the Year,
performed pieces from Bach and
Dvorak on the violin. The jaunty
rendition of Bach’s Gavotte
thrilled the audience.
Francesca Rose, from Lochaber
High School, winner of the Rotary
Senior Young Musician of the
Year, played Korngold’s Serenade
and Squire’s Tarantella on her
viola. Again, the audience was
impressed by her very uplifting
and professional performance.
Past-President David Thomson,
himself a violinist, thanked Ailsa
and Francesca on behalf of the
Club for the lunchtime
entertainment and said “That was
a superb performance. The
Lochaber Music School does
wonderful work with youngsters
of all ages.”

David then presented the musicians with
their certificates and added that he was
delighted that the Rotary sponsorship had
resulted in such “outstanding young
musicians.”
Pictured: Ailsa Janzen, Junior Young
Musician of the Year, Mr Rose, Music
Teacher, President-Elect Iain Johnston and
Francesca Rose, Senior Young Musician of
the Year.
Page 14

JULY 2018

PRESIDENT IAIN JOHNSTON

ROTARY CLUB OF LOCHABER

DONALD RECEIVES “LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT" AWARD TROPHY
The Club congratulates Past President
Donald Young on his recent and well
deserved award of a “Lifetime
Achievement” Award at the the 4th
Lochaber VOSCARS event organised
by Voluntary Action Lochaber as part
of National Volunteers Week.
The event attracts a huge amount of
interest and involves an independent
panel who meet to assess all the
nominations and to select the top
three nominees for each of the seven
categories. This year, nine individuals
from across Lochaber were
nominated for the “Lifetime
Achievement” Award which
recognises an individual who has over
many years been involved in voluntary
work. The independent panel,
following careful deliberation,
unanimously agreed that the award
should go to Donald. He was awarded
with a trophy and certificate from
Grace Grant (pictured).
Extracts from the nomination forms include “Donald is involved with a number of
charities simultaneously. He gives full support to each by taking a ‘hands on’
approach. Donald is reliable, discreet, and adds value to any decision making”. Other
comments include “Donald is a ‘gentle giant’, not seeking recognition, and is very
supportive. It is only by getting to know him that you discover the extent of his
voluntary work.”
For many years Donald was secretary of the Rotary Club of Lochaber while, at the
same time, continuing to volunteer help with Club projects. He has organised the
Young Chef competition with the four high-schools and the Am-Am golf tournament
on several occasions. He is also a Past President of the Club.
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Donald chairs VAL Board of Directors and is secretary of Lochaber Rugby Club. In
addition, he has been instrumental in restarting the Claggan Greenfingers
Community Garden Project by enlisting volunteers and acquiring funding. He has
gained the support of M&S through their new local store and Greenfingers was
selected as one of their Community Projects for the year”.
Donald is also a voluntary director of Linnhe Leisure/Nevis Centre where his quantity
surveying background has proved invaluable in gathering together information in
relation to the premises which has helped inform the Centre’s successful funding
applications for much needed refurbishment.
Club President Iain Johnston said he was delighted that Donald’s support for
voluntary and community projects had been recognised and added “This fits well
with the Rotary ethos of ‘Service above Self’. In previous years the Award has gone to
other fellow Rotarians, Sheana Fraser and John Hutchison”.

The Nevis Landscape Partnership, helping people and the environment!
Leona Jones and Tricia Jordan on
behalf of the Nevis Landscape
Partnership, attended the
Voluntary Action Lochaber
‘Voscars’ on the 8th of June,
having been nominated for two
awards. They were delighted to be
named as winners at the event for
the Best Volunteer Supporting
Organisation Award.
Volunteering is a vital resource to
many organisations. It is great to
see an event celebrating all the
wonderful volunteer work that
goes on in our area. Thanks to VAL
for putting on a great evening and
congratulations to all the
nominees and winners.
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Enjoy the outdoors with the Nevis Landscape Partnership
Come to one our volunteer or community engagement events
this summer.
Moths & Butterflies day- Saturday 21st of July
Bird Ringing- Sunday 22nd of July
Path party- Saturday 4th of August
Conservation work party- Wednesday 8th of August
Guiding the Extra Mile- Friday 17th of August
John Muir Trust Ben Nevis work party- Sunday 26th of August
Bird Ringing- Sunday 26th of August
Geology of Glen Nevis- Friday 31st of August

For more information email info@nevispartnership.co.uk or call 01397 701088
To register for an event, please visit our website nevislandscape.co.uk/events
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PRESIDENTIAL JAUNT 2018 - THE MORVERN PENINSULA
Every year the club president arranges an outing for members and their
families - generally to the more distant reaches of Lochaber such as Rum,
Eigg and Knoydart. This year’s jaunt took members to the remote Morvern
Peninsula - part of President Donald’s ministerial charge of the Parishes of
Strontian, Ardgour and Morvern.
About 20 participants gathered at the historic Kiel Church near Lochaline
where Donald explained the origin and heritage of this little church and its
graveyard. A very welcome soup and sandwich lunch was provided in the
Lochaline village hall courtesy of the O2 cafe.

The afternoon was spent exploring Ardtornish Estate House and gardens - an
impressive and intact 1800s walled garden. The house dates from 1884 and is one of
the earliest uses of mass concrete. Designed by Alexander Ross, probably the most
prolific and inventive architect of his day, it is a Category A listed building.
There was an opportunity to buy garden produce and local crafts at the end of “An
enjoyable day at Kiel Church, Lochaline and Ardtornish Estate”
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ROTARY CLUB OF LOCHABER TEAM FOR 2018-19
Office Bearers

President
President Elect
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Immediate Past President

Club Council Members/Convenors
Club Service
Membership
Public Relations
Community & Vocational C/tee
International & Foundation C/tee
Youth Activities Committee
Fund Raising Committee

Clive Talbot
Donald McCorkindale
Ken Johnston
Mike MacGruer
Clive Talbot
Margaret Boyd
Sheana Fraser

Community & Vocational C/tee
International & Foundation C/tee
Youth Activities Committee
Fund Raising Committee

Simon Hardiman
Alan Kirk
Richard Baxter
Ron Gretton

Vice Convenors

Key Posts

Iain Johnston
Clive Talbot
Richard Baxter
Geoff Heathcote
Flora McKee
Donald McCorkidale

AM AM Golf
Donald Young
Classification
David Robertson
Sports Officer
David Robertson
Speakers Secretary Ian Abernathy
Protection Officer Geoff Heathcote
Depute Secretary
John Hutchison

George Bruce
Health & Safety
George Bruce
Depute Treasurer
Geoff Heathcote
Attendance Officer
Geoff Heathcote
Archivist
Armando
Barcenas
Webmaster
VAL
Independent Accounts Examiner

Honorary Members: Alasdair Ferguson, Brian Hume, Charles Moore, Russ Morgan
Paul Harris Fellows: Ian Abernethy, Sheana Fraser, John Harvey, John Hutchison and David
Robertson.
Paul Harris Fellows (deceased): Bert Bissell, Sandy MacFarlane, Hector MacLean, David Maitland,
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Important dates ahead!

14 July – Soup Lunch Event, Duncansburgh MacIntosh Hall, TBA
18 July - Lunch Business Meeting - Alexandra Hotel, 12.30 for 1
19 July – Club Council Meeting – Alexandra Hotel, 7pm
28 July - Lunch Business Meeting - Alexandra Hotel, 12.30 for 1

Rotary book still available!

Members are reminded that our recently published book "Children's
Bedtime Stories from the Scottish Highlands" has amply covered its
publishing costs and copies are still available from Rotarians
Margaret Boyd and Ken Johnston. At £4.99 this is an excellent buy
and every penny will go to good charitable causes.

