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Office Bearers 
President      Paula Ross 
President Elect    Derrick Warner 
Vice President    Donald McCorkindale 
Secretary     Geoff Heathcote 
Treasurer     Flora McKee 
Immediate Past President  Terry Lee 
 
Council Members /Convenors 
Club Service     Derrick Warner 
Membership     Terry Lee 
Public Relations    Ken Johnston 
Community & Vocational  David Mee 
International & Foundation  Mike MacGruer 
Youth Activities    John Goodall 
Fund Raising     Sheana Fraser 
 
Non Council Members 
Vice Convenors: -  
Community & Vocational  Alan Kirk 
International & Foundation  John Rosie 
Youth Activities    To be confirmed 
Fund Raising     Margaret Boyd 
 
AM AM Golf     To be confirmed 
Classification & Information  David Anderson 
Sports Officer     David Robertson 
Speaker Secretary    Ian Abernethy 
Health and Safety    George Bruce 
Assistant Secretary   John Hutchison 
Assistant Treasurer   George Bruce 
Attendance Officer    Geoff Heathcote 
Archivist      Geoff Heathcote 
Protection Officer    Geoff Heathcote 
Auditors      Charlie Moore and Robbie Robertson 
 
Honorary Members   Ian Fyfe, Brian Hume, Russ Morgan,  
       and Colin Neilson.  
 
Paul Harris Fellows   Ian Abernethy, Sheana Fraser, John Harvey and  
       John Hutchison 
 
Paul Harris Fellows (deceased) Bert Bissell, Sandy MacFarlane, Hector MacLean,  
       David Maitland, Su Sen and Alan Watson. 

Benevolent Fund Scottish Charity Number: SC007767 

Our Club meetings are held in the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William 
Tel 01397 702241.  Normally we meet at 12.30pm for 1.00 pm 

except on the first Wednesday of each month  
when we meet at  5.00pm for 5.30 pm. 

Rotary Club of Lochaber      Session 2016 17 
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The Lochaber Rotary Club has awarded its highest accolade to its first ever lady 
president in the Club's 67-year history. At its business lunch meeting on 15 February 
Sheana Fraser, who was club president in 2012, was presented with a "Paul Harris 
Fellowship" for her substantial and unstinting contribution to the work of the Club 
and to the Lochaber community. Sheana, who was the originator and the inspiration 
behind the Club's Lochaber Christmas Festival held annually in the Nevis Centre, 
became only the thirteenth club member to be recognised in this way.  
 
The popular festival and craft fair has become the biggest annual event in Lochaber 
and regularly attracts almost 3,000 visitors. It will reach its 10th anniversary later 
this year and the Club has promised something special to celebrate this 
achievement! 
 
In 2012, Sheana undertook a sponsored swim equivalent to the length of the English 
Channel to raise nearly Ã1300 to fund the cost of bringing the famous Cairngorm 
Reindeer team to Lochaber for the Festival. In presenting the certificate and 
medallion, current Club President Paula Ross, the 'second' lady president, said it was 
the highlight of her presidential year and an honour to convey the Club's recognition 
of Sheana's outstanding commitment to the Club and to the community. 
 
Also present at the presentation were Alasdair Ferguson of Ferguson Transport & 
Shipping and his wife Jill. Alasdair's company has generously funded the reindeer 
visit for the last four years and, as President Paula said " that meant that Sheana 
didn't need to swim the channel anymore!". 
 
An unsuspecting Sheana said she was "absolutely speechless" and added "The 
Festival involves a lot of people, itôs not just me. There are a lot of people involved 
doing a lot of work, including the wider Lochaber community." 
 

 
 

The picture above is of everyone gathering for the Partnersô Lunch. 
Thanks to Iain Ferguson for this photo.   

Sheana Fraser Awarded a Rotary Paul Harris Fellowship 
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Nearly sixty people including Rotarians, their partners, widows and guests enjoyed a 
wholesome lunch, good company and an excellent illustrated talk at the Club's 
Annual Partners' Lunch held in the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, on Wednesday 15th 
February 2017 chaired by Club President Paula Ross. The highlights of the event 
were the award of a Paul Harris Fellowship to Past President Sheana Fraser and a 
vibrant presentation by local mountaineer and businessman Ian "Spike" Sykes.   
 
The Club also welcomed Alasdair Ferguson, chief executive of Ferguson Transport & 
Shipping, and his wife Jill. Fergusons Transport are the Club's principal sponsors and 
have been a significant force behind the Club's Christmas Festival with their funding 
of the Cairngorm reindeer. 
 
The legendary Ian Sykes MBE entertained the audience with an absorbing, witty and 
well-illustrated talk ranging from his time in the mountain rescue team at RAF 
Kinloss, his years instructing at the Outward Bound Locheil Centre, to his Antarctic 
expeditions and, along with his close friend Iain "Suds" Sutherland, setting up the 
Nevisport Shops and, ultimately, the Nevis Range Ski Development.  This major 
project later diversified into a mountain biking course and what is now arguably the 
"best downhill biking track in the world". At the World Biking event, last year, it 
attracted over 17,000 people. and had a major and positive impact on the local 
economy. 
 
On behalf of the Club, Past President Ron Gretton, who has known Ian for over 40 
years, and who still goes recreational cycling with him twice a week, thanked Ian for 
his talk. Ron said "Through these achievements, Ian has done a fantastic job in the 
promotion and selling of Fort William. I never tire of seeing these photos and we are 
glad, after several attempts, to have managed to welcome Ian to share his 
experiences with the Club". The audience responded with warm applause.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The picture above is (from the left) Alasdair Ferguson, Jill Ferguson,  
Ian Sykes and President Paula Ross. 

Rotary Club of Lochaberôs Annual Partners' Lunch 


