ROTARY SUPPORTS
LOCHABER YOUNG MUSICIANS
Photos : courtesy of Abrightside Photography.

Once again, the Rotary Club was delighted to sponsor
and present the awards at the Lochaber Music Festival’s
Young Musician of the Year. Past-President Terry Lee said
it was an honour to attend and hear such outstanding performances and added “There is a wealth of musical talent
in Lochaber and the future looks
bright for these high performing
youngsters. He added...”
Jake Sessions was awarded “Senior Young Musician” and Chloe
Reynolds took the “Junior Young

Musician” title.
Club President Iain Johnston said the Club would continue to support this very worthwhile competition to foster
creative skills among Lochaber’s youngsters. They were
a joy to listen to”.
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Grant Applications
You can download our Grant Aplication directly from our website:
http://www.lochaberrotary.org.uk/grants
alternatvely you can contact our Secretary
John Harvey
Secretary, Rotary Club of Lochaber,
c/o Alexandra Hotel
The Parade
Fort William, PH33 6AZ

Meetings
All our meetings are held in
the Alexandra Hotel
The Parade
Fort William
Highland, Scotland PH33 6AZ
Tel: 01397 702 241
Every Wednesday
at12:30 for 1:00pm
except for the 1st Wednesday of
every month we meet at 5:00 for
5:30pm
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To contribute an article, or for
further information on any of the
articles in this edition, please
contact any Rotarian or our
editor.
Ken Johnston, at
johnstonk7@aol.com
Tel: 01397 703 689
Newsletter design, graphics and
compilation by
Armando Rodríguez Bárcenas Jr
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GLENFINNAN ESTATE FROM HARRY POTTER TO DRONES!
Glenfinnan Estate Manager Alistair Gibson was guest speaker at Lochaber Rotary Club’s weekly
business lunch meeting at the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William on Wednesday 27 March.
In a lively 15 minute talk, Alistair covered a lot of ground, both literally and geographically. He
attended Rannoch School in Perthshire and left with a driving aspiration to pursue a career in
outdoor pursuits. Working with the Economic Forestry Group and based in Inverness, one of his
first postings was to Glenfinnan Estate where, in 1976, he planted trees which, much later in life,
he oversaw their growth, thinning, felling and harvesting!
Alistair then gained a
post at the Estate as
Stalking Ghillie in 1978,
moved to Cowdray Estate in West Sussex
and Dunecht Estate in
Aberdeenshire before
expanding his training
at the Scottish School
of Forestry and returning to Glenfinnan initially as a Stalker and
now as Estate Manager.
In his current post as
Manager, Alistair was
responsible for the Estate’s nine year liaison with Warner Brothers to use Estate land as a set
for their Harry Potter films. He has seen the number of visitors grow tenfold from 25,000 visitors
pre-Harry Potter, and has assisted the local Community Council in its car park project to address
the soaring demand from visitors to stop, view and photograph the Category A listed Glenfinnan
Viaduct.
The job of the Estate Manager also involves tackling poachers seeking the deer that range over
the Estate, and Alistair relayed some entertaining tales about the lengths to which poachers will
go to steal the Estate’s high value venison. With the recent publicity over the Estate’s decision
to charge an administration fee of £10 for visitors to use private land to fly drones and take aerial
photographs of the viaduct, Alistair explained that 99% of drone operators acknowledged the
need to control their activities. Alistair added that the drones take off in front of people, they are
invasive, intrusive and noisy. Many are operated by visitors with no instructions or training in
these aerial devices. Alistair advised that there is a need for legal clarity on this issue.
On behalf of the Club, Past-President Sheana Fraser thanked Alistair for his very interesting talk
and Club Members responded with warm applause.
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General

Now that spring is (allegedly) with
us our first tasks are to have
a general clean up and
get equipment ready
for use With all the
tasks listed for this
month you may wish
to have your small (?)
Libation before you
start.
Weeding generally
is the first job, followed by digging in
fertiliser and preparing
soil for planting It would
be wise to be vigilant in protecting against late frosts Time to
sow seeds in the glasshouse, cold
frame or indoors. Water all plants
that need it, although in this area
this will be very seldom
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Lawns

Feed and weed all lawns and
begin mowing regularly. Grass
cuttings can be used as mulch
around plants and should be
added to compost bins or
in heaps.

Shrubs and
Trees
Water recently planted
trees or shrubs and plant
new trees and shrubs
Take softwood cuttings of
shrubs
Lightly trim ornamental/ formal
hedging
Prune spring flowering shrubs that
have stopped flowering
Move tender shrubs which have
been overwintered indoors to a
sheltered outdoor position for the
summer.
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Flowers
Cut back and divide spring flowering perennials Continue sowing
sweet peas
Train sweet peas as they grow
Spray roses against blackspot
Tie in new shoots of climbers
Treat ground against slugs and
snails and protect young plants
from slugs
Pot up or transplant self-sown
seedlings
Dahlia tubers, begonias and lilies
should be planted out.

pots and continue succession
sowing of vegetables
Plant out courgettes, marrows,
leeks, brussels sprouts etc which
have been grown on from seeds
but only if confident that the frosts
are over
Sow and plant out tender vegetables at the end of May.
Start earthing up early potatoes as
the shaws grow, and plant second
earlies and maincrop potatoes
The busy year in the garden is
now in full flow, so you must know
already what is required in the libations front!!

Continue planting fruit bushes and
fruit trees
Plant potatoes in ground or potato
bags in early April.
Transplant tomatoes when
ready, also aubergines, peppers and courgettes into larger
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The Club hosted Community Police Officer PC Katy Duncan at a recent Business Lunch Meeting in the
Alexandra Hotel.
Katy explained that Police Scotland is to strengthen its focus on community policing following a consultation on new strategic priorities for the
force. Localism is one of the priority areas set by the Scottish Government
to give a broad strategic direction to Police Scotland and the Scottish
Police Authority (SPA).
Club President Iain Johnston said “This was a very useful talk from Katy
and we fully endorse Police Scotland’s policy of prioritising “localism”
in our area”. On behalf of the Club Simon Hardiman thanked Katy for
an interesting and informative talk and Club Members responded with
appreciative applause.
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DAFFODILS AT THE MARIE CURIE GARDEN
CLAGGAN, FORT WILLIAM

As you drive along North Road, it’s
wonderful to see the daffodils in full
bloom at the Claggan road-end.
They were planted by the former Fort
William Round Table in 1990 with the
first bloom in Spring 1991.
Lochaber Rotary Club paid for the
bulbs and laid out and planted the
Rotary Roundel, that can still be
seen, at the right-hand side of the
field. The late Donald MacFarlane,
Chair of Lochaber District Council
and also a Rotarian, organised the
planting of the rest of the field on
behalf of the Marie Curie Foundation
members did the bulk of the work.

David Anderson was the Rotary
Club President at the time and
he remembers a picture being
taken of club
members
with spades
digging the
Roundel.

the Lochaber News or Oban Times
for October 1990 you should find
the press report. The photo features
Maureen Fraser who was then the
councillor for Claggan (who was
very helpful in obtaining permission
to undertake the work) and the late
Dr Su Sen (also a Rotarian) in his
wellies! I think that Alan Kirk and
David Mee are in that photo too”
David added “The work took place
on a Saturday morning. I was working that day but I rushed round at
lunchtime, put the President’s chain
on for the photo, and then rushed
back to work. No dirty hands for me
that day. Ian Abernethy may still
have the photo”.
Current Club President Iain Johnston said “It’s a truly wonderful story,
a stunning roadside feature, and it’s
great to see the year-on-year colour
still being created by this 30-year
old garden.

David recalls
the planting
event
well.
He said “If
you look in
the archive of
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IMPORTANT DATES AHEAD
Evening meetings 5:00 for 5:30 pm - Lunch Meetings 12:30 for 1:00 pm
17th April

Lunch Meeting

Alexandra Hotel

18th April

Council Meeting

Alexandra Hotel (7:00 pm)

24th April

Lunch Meeting

Alexandra Hotel

01st May

Evening Meeting

Alexandra Hotel

08th May

Lunch Meeting

Alexandra Hotel

Follow us on:

