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Donald becomes the Clubôs 68th President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 28th June, the Rev Donald McCorkindale was inducted as the 
Clubôs 68th President. He had previously been President of the 

Rotary Club of Inverkeithing & Dalgety Bay.  
We wish Donald every success for his year as President.  

July 2017 

To contact the Club, email the Secretary Geoff Heathcote at 
secretary@lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk 
or use ñContact Usò on our website 
www.lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk 
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Office Bearers 
President      Donald McCorkindale 
President Elect    Iain Johnston 
Vice President     
Secretary     Geoff Heathcote 
Treasurer     Flora McKee 
Immediate Past President  Paula Ross 
 
Council Members /Convenors 
Club Service     Iain Johnston 
Membership     Paula Ross 
Public Relations    Ken Johnston 
Community & Vocational  David Mee 
International & Foundation  Iain Johnston 
Youth Activities    John Goodall 
Fund Raising     Terry Lee 
 
Non Council Members 
Vice Convenors: -  
Community & Vocational  Alan Kirk 
International & Foundation  Mike MacGruer 
Youth Activities    Margaret Boyd 
Fund Raising     Armando Barcenas 
 
AM AM Golf     Donald Young 
Classification & Information  David Anderson 
Sports Officer     David Robertson 
Speaker Secretary    Ian Abernethy 
Health and Safety    George Bruce 
Deputy Secretary    John Hutchison 
Deputy Treasurer    George Bruce 
Attendance Officer    Geoff Heathcote 
Archivist      Geoff Heathcote 
Protection Officer    Geoff Heathcote 
Auditor       
 
Honorary Members   Brian Hume, Charles Moore, Russ Morgan and Colin 
       Neilson.  
 
Paul Harris Fellows   Ian Abernethy, Sheana Fraser, John Harvey and  
       John Hutchison  
 
Paul Harris Fellows (deceased) Bert Bissell, Sandy MacFarlane, Hector MacLean,  
       David Maitland, Su Sen and Alan Watson. 

Benevolent Fund Scottish Charity Number: SC007767 

Our Club meetings are held in the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William 
Tel 01397 702241.  Normally we meet at 12.30pm for 1.00 pm 

except on the first Wednesday of each month  
when we meet at  5.00pm for 5.30 pm. 

Rotary Club of Lochaber      Session 2017 18 
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Each year the Rotary Club of Lochaber organises a poetry competition for local 
primary schools with certificates of merit and a cash prize for the winners. At the 
lunchtime meeting on 31st May, the club welcomed the winners of this yearôs 
competition. 
 
The winner of the primary one to three category with her poem entitled ñLambsò was 
Sophie McCorkindale, a primary one pupil at Strontian Primary. 
 
In the primary four to seven category, the topic ñColoursò was given. The winner was 
Hannah Loughray, who is a primary seven pupil at Spean Bridge Primary for her 
essay entitled ñYellowò. 
 
The club also gives a prize for the best Gaelic Poem. The winner was Ruairaidh 
Fothergill, a primary six pupil of Bun-sgoil Mhalaig for his poem entitled ñAlbaò.  
The overall school winner, with a Ã50 prize for the school, went to Spean Bridge 
Primary. 
 
The Club would like to thank everyone who entered, their teachers for encouraging 
them and John and Sheila Goodall, and their team, for their work organising this 
competition. 
 
Pictured is President Paula with Ruairaidh and Hannah. Sophie was given her prize by 
her Dad, Donald McCorkindale, the President Elect of the club. 

 
 
 

Lochaber Rotary honours local young poets. 
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Mallaig girl visits European Parliament 

 

 
Speaker at the Rotary Club of 
Lochaberôs weekly business 
lunch meeting on 24th May was 
Jasmine Humphrey from Mallaig 
High School. Jasmine was the 
Euroscola winner. She spoke on 
aspects of the European 
Parliament with particular 
reference to the issues involved 
in maintaining and supporting 
peripheral languages such as 
Catalan and Gaelic. In a highly 
informative, entertaining and at 
times emotional presentation, 
Jasmine gave club members a 
lively 15-minute talk on her 3-
day visit to the French city of 
Strasbourg.  
 

Along with 600 pupils from all over the EU, Jasmine was one of 24 Scottish pupils 
who benefitted from a Rotary-funded trip earlier this year. It is a condition of the 
sponsorship that the candidates have gained Higher French or another language at 
advanced level and they are encouraged to participate and communicate in their 
second language during the entire event.  
 

The pupils enjoyed exploring the city of Strasbourg learning about its history and 
culture, its architecture and language. They carried out a ñstreet surveyò asking 
locals what they thought about Scotlandôs position in Europe, participated in a ñeuro-
gameò fun quiz in different languages and met fellow pupils from the other 27 
nations. Jasmine was intrigued by the fact that visiting Germany involved simply 
walking over a bridge ï demonstrating real integration! 
 

On the second day, they were greeted by Scottish MEP Catherine Stihler and sat in 
at a session of the Euro Parliament and followed the debates with simultaneous 
translations through headphones. They made many friends among pupils and were 
impressed by the standard of English language spoken by Greek and Italian pupils.  
 

Jasmine stressed her thanks to Rotary and said that the overall experience taught 
her the true meaning of solidarity and added ñit was an absolutely amazing 
opportunity to see at first hand the work of the European parliament. We made 
many friends and it made us think of Europe as a whole ï all working together ï 
good communication between us is really vitalò. Jasmine finished her talk with a 
quote from former European Commissioner Maria Damanaki ñIf you want to go 
quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.ò 
 

On behalf of the Club, past president George Bruce thanked Jasmine for her 
fascinating talk. Club members responded with warm applause and appreciation of 
this insight into the workings of the EU. 
 

The picture is of Sally Auty, teacher at Mallaig High School, Paula Ross, President of 

Lochaber Rotary Club, Jasmine Humphrey, and Rotarian George Bruce.  
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A lively squad of twenty 
youngsters representing 
Fort William Football 
Youth Development 
(FWFYD) headed down 
to Ayrshire on the 
morning of Friday 26th 
May and, by Sunday, 
had won their section 
competing against 
fifteen other teams from 
Scotland and Ireland.  
 
The pool of under 13 
players had been invited 
to take part in the 40th 
Ayr International Scotland Cup competition. They travelled south by minibus and in a 
fleet of family cars. The Ayr International Scotland Cup is the oldest grassroots 
tournament in the UK and the third oldest in Europe.  
 
Danny Conlon, Head of FWFYD, advised ñThis is a very prestigious tournament, 
embracing 140 clubs throughout the UK. It gave our lads an insight into how other 
clubs operate and play ï as this was a first-off involvement for us. Much of the 
financing of the trip was made possible by the Youth Developmentôs own fundraising, 
and by generous donations from the Rotary Club of Lochaber and Marine Harvestò. 
 
The Under-13s won the Ayr Trophy which is competed for by 16 youth teams from 
Scotland and Ireland, by beating Moyra FC their Irish counterparts, 3-1 in the final, 
lifting the trophy and the accompanying medals.  
 
This tournament comes hard on the heels of FWFYDôs annual presentation of awards 
at Fort William Golf Club. After the trophies and medals had been handed out, a race 
night was held which raised a splendid Ã2,235! 
 
Rotary Club President Paula Ross congratulated the Under 13 team in winning the 
Trophy and bringing honour to Lochaber. Paula added ñWe had no hesitation in 

awarding funding to 
help FWFYD attend this 
important event. We 
support the aims of 
developing skill and 
participation in sport, 
fostering friendship 
while having fun and 
enjoymentò. 
 
 
 
Thanks to Iain Ferguson 
for the photo.    
 
 

Fort Youngsters Win National Football Tournament 

The awards were : 
 
  Under 10  Player of the Year         Ryan Hunter 
                    Most Improved            Ben Britton 
  
    Under 11   Player of the Year        Connor Cameron 
                    Most Improved            Angus Thomson 
  
    Under 13   Player of the Year        Robbie Rydings 
                     Most Improved            Ben MacDonald &  
        Alec Morrison 
  
    Under 15   Player of the Year        Kyle Dignan 
                     Most Improved            Hector MacLean 
  
    Under 17   Player of the Year         Steven Neil 
                     Most Improved           Calum MacLean    


