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Lochaber Rotary mourns the death of
President Elect Derrick Warner
Sadly, Derrick died following a sudden heart attack on April 11th.
Derrick was the operations officer at Scottish Natural Heritage. George Hogg, SNH’s
South Highland unit manager described him as: “the mainstay of our Fort William
office for 12 years, and his vitality, geniality, and knowledge of Scotland’s natural
heritage will be remembered fondly by many friends and colleagues.”
Derrick was involved in many activities locally. He had been a member of Lochaber
Sea Cadets for almost 13 years and had spent 12 of these as Commanding Officer of
TS St. Christopher. He also served for over 30 years as a Special Police Constable.

At his well-attended funeral on 24th April, President Paula said: “Derrick will be
missed by many. He was my right-hand man this past year in Rotary - always there
to lend a helping hand, to chair a meeting, and not only would he enquire as to how
you were, he would also stick around and listen to the reply. A rare blessing these
days. All combined with a great sense of humour and the knack of telling a good
tale round the table at Rotary lunch.
Derrick became a Rotarian in October 2012, and soon got his sleeves rolled up,
participating in events, fund raising activities and taking on the challenging and
extremely busy convenor roles.
He was very much looking forward to his new role as President in July, as we all
were.
Tanya, on behalf of all the members of Rotary, we are there to support you and your
family at this very sad time for us all.”
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Sheana Fraser brings the greetings of Rotary in Nepal.

At the lunchtime meeting on 22nd March, Past President Sheana Fraser brought to
the club greetings from the Rotary Club of the Himalayan Gurkhas in Kathmandu.
Sheana has just returned from a visit to Nepal, along with members of the Rotary
Club of Kirriemuir, to view a school project in Syangja which was totally funded by
the Rotary Club of Kirriemuir. The project was to rebuild 3 classrooms destroyed by
the earthquake in 2015 and also to provide toilet facilities for the schoolchildren. Rotarian Siri Gurung coordinated the project in Nepal.
Sheana’s sister, Barbara, is a past president of the Kirriemuir Club and, together
with other club members, they travelled at their own expense to Nepal.

Sheana said: “It was a very humbling experience to visit Nepal. We were treated
there like royalty. Their sanitation and water supply is well below our standards, yet
these people appear looking immaculate. We often complain about our situation, but
when you experience the life situation of these lovely people, you appreciate how
privileged we really are.”

Photos are from the opening and of the club banner
Sheana presented to the club.
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Rotary Young Musician of the Year
The 43rd Annual Lochaber Music Festival was held from Friday 17th to Thursday 23rd
March 2017. The Rotary Club of Lochaber sponsors the Young Musician of the Year
competition by giving both a trophy and a prize to the winners.
This year’s winner of the Junior Musician award was Ivan Davies from Roy Bridge. He
played the pieces: Allegro by Krebs, The Gadfly by Shostakovich, Liten Fugel by
Grieg and Standchen by Schubert.
Francesca Rose won the Young Musician of the Year, senior competition award. Her
entries were: Elegie by Gabriel Faure, Courante from Suite in C by Bach and
Harlequinade by Squire.

Both Ivan and Francesca were invited to play at the concert on Thursday evening
where 25 pieces were played, sung and recited by children of all ages. This was a
wonderful evening of entertainment bringing an end to a week of superb
performances.
Past President Terry Lee presented the prizes to our Rotary winners. Other prizes
were presented by Jim Sutherland, Head Teacher of Lochaber High School.

Pictured is Terry with Ivan and Francesca. Thanks to John Paul Peebles for the photo.
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Updated Job Talk Number Fifteen

- Ken Johnston

Speaker at the Club’s business lunch
meeting on 29 March 2017 was pastpresident Ken Johnston. In his 15minute slot Ken managed to deliver a
summary of his life and work ranging
over his 72 years.
Ken was born in the Southern General
Hospital in Glasgow, after his Mum
started her contractions while watching
“Doctor Kildare” in the cinema and got
whisked into the maternity ward. Ken’s
parents lived in Cardonald at the time
and, over the next ten years as the
family grew, moved to Denniston,
Priesthill and finally Drumchapel. Ken
described his Mum as a “very special
person” and recalled that his Dad worked
in Rolls Royce at Hillington alongside acting legends Duncan MacRae and Gordon
Jackson. His Dad was a keen union man and was secretary of the Amalgamated
Union of Foundry Workers. Ken still has his minute books and ledgers!
Drumchapel was a new community in the mid-1950s and was home to 50,000 people
but had no amenities. Children were bussed to schools out-with the estate and Ken
attended Knightswood Comprehensive until he was 17. On leaving school he became
a trainee town planner with the Corporation of Greenock and attended the Glasgow
School of Art graduating with a Diploma in Urban & Regional Planning in September
1968. He moved to Clydebank Burgh Council midway through his training and then
to Inverness Burgh Council in 1970, where he worked on the Charleston/Scorguie
town expansion, the Eastgate Development and the extension to the Longman
Industrial Estate. He met Kath, his wife, in Inverness.
With the reorganisation of local government in 1975, Ken gained the post of
Divisional Planning Officer (Lochaber) and relocated to Fort William to be joined by
Kath the following year. In 1996 Scotland’s councils were again reshuffled, planning
was merged with building control, and Ken gained the post of Area Planning and
Building Standards Manager, a post he held until his retirement in January 2005.
During his 30 years running the Planning Service in Lochaber he served under
chairmen Sauchie MacKay, Michael Foxley and latterly Drew MacFarlane-Slack and
had a good working relationship with all of them. Ken continued with a mix of stories
and anecdotes of his time in the post including spending a day with Ian Anderson of
Jethro Tull assessing potential freshwater fish farm sites, a tale about a 1920’s
Japanese garden in Onich, the proposed young offenders’ centre in Knoydart, and a
near crash landing at Camesky on a return flight from the Isle of Eigg.
Since retiring, Ken has undertaken a wide range of consultancy and voluntary work.
He chaired the Disability Access Panel for seven years, is a trustee of the Highland
Historic Buildings Trust (along with past president Mike MacGruer) and a director of
Care & Repair Lochaber. In 2011 he successfully completed an 18 month postgraduate course in Inclusive Environmental Access & Design at Heriot Watt
University. This has upskilled him to carry out disability access audits of buildings
and environments. Past president David Mee (of David Mee Architect) kindly partsponsored him through this course.
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Updated Job Talk Number Fifteen

- Ken Johnston

Ken joined Rotary in 1996. He has chaired all four club committees, was president in
2009, and has been public relations convenor for the last five years. He enjoys
working with editor and past president David Anderson on the club newsletter, and
he is a fervent advocate for Rotary and its aims and its work.
Ken finished by saying that he had “loved his job” and it had been an honour and
privilege to work for the Highland Council and the people of Lochaber. President
Paula Ross thanked Ken for his updated job talk and for his support during her
presidency, and club members responded with applause.
The photo is of Ken with his wife Kath and the Planning and Building Control Staff at
his retirement. Caroline, Lynsey, Joan, Arthur, Vicki, Stephen, Liz, Dafydd and Keith.
Ian is missing.

Sponsorship invited for Lochaber Rotary Am Am Golf Competition
The ever popular Annual Am Am Golf Competition of the Rotary Club of Lochaber will
take place on Sunday 28th May at Fort William Golf Club.
Any business wishing to be associated with the success of this event through
sponsorship should contact Alan Kirk or John Rosie. Sponsorship packages from £25
to £100 are available.

Rotary hears about the work of the RNLI
Ann Scott of the Rotary Club of Buckie visited the Club
recently. When it was discovered that she works as a
fundraiser for the RNLI, she was “persuaded” into giving a
short talk.
She spoke of the work of the RNLI both locally and
nationally. The RNLI are totally financed by voluntary
subscription and receive no government funding. All the
crews are volunteers. On average, twenty-two people are
rescued every day in the UK.
Ann told us about the upcoming May Day Campaign where
people are being asked to fundraise to help raise £750,000
to pay for essential crew kit and to enable our crews to do
their job to the best of their ability.
Rotarian John Hutchison asked members to consider
showing their support by becoming “shoreline members” of the RNLI. President Paula
thanked Ann for a most interesting “impromptu” talk.
Pictured is Ann with President Paula.
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Mountains and Memories of dances and dancers 51st Highland Division
Our story this month is
from John Workman, who is
a friend of several
members of the club.
On a recent February
winter’s day, I had an
outing in the
Cairngorms with my mate
Billy. The mountain crag
that we had elected to visit,
near Cairngorm, turned out
to be devoid of snow and
ice so we had a bit of a
walk and a play about on
some ice smears on a small
outcrop higher on the
mountain.
En route Billy took me to a
nearby small mountain
refuge (photos 1 & 2] which
at first, he said, was called
the St Valery Refuge. When
we got there, it turned out
to be the El Alamein
Refuge. The St Valery
Refuge, built at the same time, was demolished some years ago. We both knew a bit
about these refuges and recalled the story of the fatal accident in the 1970s when
several school children perished on a winters night on the Cairngorm plateau
desperately searching in a blizzard for a high-level mountain shelter.
The shelters were built not long after the end of the second world war, in memory of
the Highland 51st Infantry Division. They bear the names of two battles in which the
51st were significantly involved.
I've also come to know about the existence of the Highland 51st Division and their
capture at the battle of St Valery in the Second World War through my other hobby
- Scottish Country Dancing. Some of the Officers composed a Scottish Country
Dance whilst in captivity. The dance now famously bears the name of the battalion.
We took a brief halt at the Refuge, I told Billy the story about the dance and how in
it the dancers make the shape of the Saltire - a hidden gesture of defiance even in
the face of their enemies.
Here’s what the footnote to the dance - as published by the Royal Scottish Dance
Society says:
“One of the most popular Scottish country dances of all time, the Reel of the 51st
Highland Division is a modern Scottish country dance written while in a 'Prisoners of
War' camp in the winter of 1940 during the Second World War, by Lieutenant J.E.M.
'Jimmy' Atkinson of the 7th Battalion the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, Lt.
Peter Oliver (4th Seaforth Highlanders) and Lt. Col. Tom Harris Hunter (51st
Division Logistics Group RASC).
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Captured, together with the clear majority of the British 51st (Highland) Division
while defending the retreat from Dunkirk in 1940, Atkinson spent the rest of the war
as a POW in Germany. His idea of a reel with a St Andrews cross in its key formation
was intended to symbolise Scotland, and the Highland Division, in adversity.
Atkinson's letter home with instructions for the dance was intercepted by the
German security service, the Abwehr, who spent the rest of the war trying to break
the code! However, another version of the dance reached Scotland where it was
published while Atkinson was still a POW and became instantly popular.
Also, known as the Laufen Reel after Laufen Castle near Salzburg, the 51st Country
Dance, the Reel of the 51st Highland Division, and St Valery's Reel, it is often danced
in a set composed entirely of men.
The 51st Highland Division was the first contemporary Scottish Country Dance to be
published by the R.S.C.D.S. The tune 'The Drunken Piper' is a favourite highland reel
composed by Alex. McLeod.”
So, a day of mountains and memories of dances and dancers - just the best.
John
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Lochaber Rotary Club meets with Fort William Town
Team and Lochaber Chamber of Commerce.
At the evening meeting on 5th April, Lochaber Rotary Club met with the Fort William
Town Team and Lochaber Chamber of Commerce to hear a presentation given by
James Taylor, an international conference speaker, author, coach and consultant on
creativity and innovation, who believes in the power of good ideas.
His website www.jamestaylor.me states that: “James Taylor M.B.A. F.R.S.A. is an
award-winning speaker and internationally recognized leader in creativity and
innovation. For over 20 years, he has been teaching entrepreneurs, educators,
corporate leaders, writers and rock stars how to build innovative organizations and
design the creative life they desire. As the founder of C-SCHOOL™ and host of The
Creative Life Podcast and TV Show, he’s taught hundreds of thousands of individuals
in over 120 countries through his online courses, books, videos and keynote
speeches.”
He gave a fascinating talk on creativity. He said that historically creativity flourished
in cities which were open to the import of goods. By importing goods, ideas were
also imported. Creativity thrives where it is valued and rewarded. His publication
“The Little Book of Creativity”, which he describes as "The Inspiring Guide To
Unleashing Your Creative Potential, Breaking Down Blocks and Finding Your Creative
Path", can be downloaded for free at https://www.jamestaylor.me/free/ .
At question time, discussions took pace as to how these fine principles could be
applied to our Lochaber situation.
In thanking him, Past President David Mee said that the talk was truly inspirational
and we all looked forward to considering its usefulness. David also thanked the Fort
William Town Team and Lochaber Chamber of Commerce for the work that they
undertake locally and hoped that there would be many more joint meetings and
ventures between our three organisations.
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Gardening tasks for May from Donald
General
With all the tasks listed for this month you may wish
to have your small (?) libation before you start.
Continue tidying up, weeding generally, digging in
fertiliser and preparing soil for planting.
it would be wise to be vigilant in protecting against
late frosts.
Hoe all bare ground to keep down weeds.
Water all plants that need it, although in this area
this will be very seldom.
Lawns
Feed and weed all lawns and mow regularly. Grass
cuttings can be used as mulch around plants and
should be added to compost bins or heaps.
Shrubs and trees
Continue watering recently planted trees or shrubs
and plant trees and shrubs.
Take softwood cuttings of shrubs.
Lightly trim ornamental/ formal hedging.
Prune spring flowering shrubs that have stopped flowering.
Move tender shrubs which have been overwintered indoors to a sheltered outdoor
position for the summer.

Flowers
Cut back and divide spring flowering perennials.
Train sweet peas
Spray roses against blackspot.
Tie in new shoots of climbers.
Treat ground against slugs and snails.
Continue sowing sweet peas
Pot up or transplant self-sown seedlings
Dahlia tubers, begonias and lilies should be planted out
Protect young plants from slugs
Vegetables and fruit
Continue planting fruit bushes and fruit trees.
Transplant tomatoes, aubergines, peppers and courgettes into larger pots and
continue succession sowing of vegetables.
Plant out courgettes, marrows, leeks, brussels sprouts etc. Which have been grown
on from seeds.
Sow and plant out tender vegetables at the end of the month.
Start earthing up early potatoes as the shaws grow, and plant second earlies and
maincrop potatoes.
The busy year in the garden is now in full flow, so you must know already what is
required in the libations front!!
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Safari Dinner
Our annual Safari Dinner was held on Saturday 1st April. Over the evening, participating members firstly meet at the home of a host for a “starter”, then everyone
moves on to another host for a “main”, finishing together for the “pudding and party”.
This year, a total of twenty people took part in the evening which was once again
very ably organised by John and Sheila Goodall. The end of evening party was at the
home of Ron Gretton which included a sing-a-long.
Thanks to all the hosts. Special thanks to John & Sheila for organising the event.
Thanks to Ron for hosting the party and to the musicians. Thanks to everyone who
participated.
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Congratulations Alasdair
The Rotary Club of Lochaber congratulates Alasdair Ferguson of Ferguson Transport
& Shipping who won the Highlands & Islands Enterprise Regional Director of the Year
Award at the Institute of Directors Scotland Director of the Year Awards 2017. Well
done Alasdair!
Fergusons have sponsored the whole cost of bringing the Cairngorm reindeer team
to Fort William for the past four years for Lochaber’s annual Christmas Festival and
have given an undertaking to continue with this important community sponsorship in
the future. Club President Paula Ross said: “As a Club we are grateful to Alasdair and
his company for partnering us in this annual event. We are proud to be associated
with this enterprising and innovative Lochaber business and we send our congratulations to Alasdair and his colleagues”.
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Lochaber Rotarians continue the fight to rid the world of polio.
Wilkin and Sons have supplied 52,000 jars of Tiptree Plum jam, each made with
plums grown on their fruit farm at Tiptree, to help Rotarians the length and breadth
of the British Isles to enjoy a spot of jam on toast, or even a cream tea, whilst
raising funds for the charity Purple4Polio. The aim is to raise up to £1 million, and
with matching funding through the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, this £1 million
will become £3 million.
The Rotary polio campaign dates back to 1985 with the ambitious promise Rotarians
made to the mothers of the world that polio would be eradicated and their children
would no longer suffer from the life threatening and crippling disease.
That promise is on the brink of being fulfilled, with just 37 polio cases in three
countries in 2016. There are real hopes that 2017 will see the last case.

At the lunchtime meeting on 22nd March, Lochaber Rotarians all paid £2.00 for a jar
of the jam. The idea is that once they have enjoyed the jam, they then fill up the
empty jar with money to carry on the fight.
President Paula said: “Ending polio is just one of the hundreds of initiatives Rotary is
involved in to make a difference to communities at home and abroad.”
Pictured are Lochaber Rotarians with their jars of jam.
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From our archives—Who? When? Where? Occasion?

From the April Newsletter

Outdoor Curling February 2013.
From the left: Ian Forsyth, Bill
Gibbons, Jo Cowan, Donnie
Stewart, Gavin Reid, Chris
Robinson, Angus MacDonald,
Peter Stewart.
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R.I. Presidential Theme for 2017/18

Dates ahead
Wednesday 3rd May—Club AGM - 5.00 for 5.30
Saturday 13th May—Soup and Sandwich lunch in Fort William D. Mac. Church Hall in
aid of Polio Plus / End Polio campaign.
Sunday 14th May—4.00 pm—Lochaber Community Spring Fling Concert in Fort
William D. Mac. Church.
Sunday 28th May—Am Am Golf
Wednesday 21st June—Club Assembly (evening meeting)
Wednesday 28th June—Installation of 2017/18 Club President
Saturday 26th August—Agricultural Show

For “The Wee Roaty” enquiries, email the editor David Anderson
david@lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk
or use “Contact Us” on www.lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk
Follow the Rotary Club of Lochaber on the following:-

@LochaberRotary

LochaberRotaryClub

LochaberRotary

Thanks to Voluntary Action Lochaber,
An Drochaid Claggan Road Fort William PH33 6PH, tel 01397 706044,
for producing our print copies.
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