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Essay Competition Winners

Thanks to Iain Ferguson for the photo.
From the left, Club President Terry Lee, Jaynie Ireland,
Josh McFatridge, Keir Gibson, and PP John Goodall.
Full story on page four.
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Contact Information
President:

Terry Lee
Tarmachan
Kinlocheil
Fort William PH33 7NP

Tel:
Email:

01397 722 499
terryleekinlocheil@live.co.uk

Secretary:

Geoff Heathcote
Burnlea
Muirshearlich
Fort William PH33 7PB

Tel:
Email:

01397 712 188
geoff-burnlea@live.co.uk

Newsletter &
Website

David Anderson
“Mirlos”
1 Dumfries Place
Fort William PH33 6UQ

Tel:
Email:

01397 702091
david@lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk

Grant Applications
Download a Grant Application Form from our website www.lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk
Go to the page titled “Grant Application Form” and download the form from either of
the attachments at the bottom of that page and follow the instructions on the form.

All Club meetings are held in the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William—Tel 01397
702241. Normally we meet at 12.30pm for 1.00 pm except on the first
Wednesday of each month when we meet at 5.00pm for 5.30 pm.

For Newsletter and web site information
email the Club Correspondent David Anderson at
david@lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk

Benevolent Fund Scottish Charity Number: SC007767
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Keir’s winning essay hits the headlines.
The Lochaber Rotary Club’s ‘best essay award’ has been won by Keir Gibson from
Lochaber High School for his essay “Charity begins at home”. The Club’s annual
writing competition invites entries from the four Lochaber High Schools. This year’s
topic, on the competing demands for charity funds, generated a series of very
interesting and well researched essays.
After lengthy consideration, first prize was awarded to Keir for an excellent piece of
writing. Joint runners-up were 15 year old Josh McFatridge from Kinlochleven High
School and Jaynie Ireland from Lochaber High School.
Club President Terry Lee
said: “The standard of writing was extremely high and the ‘pros and cons’ put
forward were well argued and credible. We are sorry that only one pupil could win
and I extend my congratulations to Keir, Jaynie and Josh. They all have a talent for
writing”.
The pupils were accompanied by Sharon McGonigal, English Teacher at Lochaber
High. Jim Sutherland, Head Teacher at Lochaber High said: “I’d like to congratulate
all those who entered the Rotary Club’s essay competition with a particular ‘well
done’ to Keir and Jaynie. Yet again, we are indebted to the Rotary Club of Lochaber
for supporting local schools and providing an opportunity to excel.”
Rebecca Machin, Head Teacher at Kinlochleven High, said: “We are all very proud of
Josh and his achievement in this competition. It is great to see our youngsters
performing so highly and in such a strong field. He is a great credit to the school and
a super role model to others in future years of competition.”
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ROTARY CLUB SUPPORTS LOCAL DISABILITY GROUP

A
local
action
group,
that
campaigns to improve access for
disabled people, has received a
funding
boost
from
Lochaber
Rotary Club. After hearing of the
outstanding
successes
of
the
Lochaber Disability Access Panel in
its efforts in achieving a barrierfree environment, the Club had no
hesitation in awarding £500 to the
Panel to help support its good
work.
Panel Chairman Arthur Cowie said
that, among other things, the Panel
has been instrumental in achieving
accessible entrances to the Bank of
Scotland and the RBS, it operates
an advocacy service that has assisted and advised on 53 cases this year, and it is
currently working with Lochaber High School to create a disability awareness panel
within the school.
Mr Cowie added: “The Panel has built a strong working
relationship with ‘Lochaber Advocacy’ and recently created a desk-top
communications aid that has been adopted by Highland Council and the Greater
Glasgow Health Board”.
Rotary Club President Terry Lee said: “We were very impressed by this funding
application and had no hesitation in awarding the grant. Our colleague, the late Dr.
Su Sen was a founder member of the Panel and we are pleased to see his good work
continuing in the current Panel. Growth of panel membership to 19 is particularly
encouraging and we wish the panel well in its future work to create a more ‘inclusive’
Lochaber”.

What is a Rotarian?








Is a professional or business person, either male or female, who has high moral
and ethical standards, both in their business dealings and in their private lives.
Respects others in their chosen profession or business.
Believes in World Peace.
Accepts and respects persons of all nations, religions and customs.
Wishes to help others less fortunate than themselves locally, nationally and
internationally.
Enjoys the fellowship and banter of the weekly meetings with like-minded
people, and also the variety of speakers on many subjects.
Above all enjoys fun, fellowship and friendship.
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PP John Hutchison changes the Oath of Office for Justices
At the lunchtime meeting on 9th March, Past President John Hutchison gave the Club
a talk on how he had managed to have the Oath of Office for Justices of the Peace
altered – although it took him thirty years to achieve the change.
Copied below is the article that he submitted to the Scottish Justice Newsletter.
“So, do you think you’ll go ahead and become a JP?”, was the question. “Yes, I will”,
I replied, “ you can’t change any organisation from the outside.” “Mark my words, Mr
Hutchison, you won’t change this!” Thus terminated an interesting telephone call
with the Secretary of Commissions in 1986.
Well, I did go ahead and become a JP, forgetting to mention to the Secretary that
my old Leith Academy motto was ‘Persevere’, a sentiment that had served me well
throughout my life and would continue to do so…especially during this particular
saga!
Then, and now, I didn’t feel that I was threatening anyone, nor being disloyal. I just
knew that Elizabeth Regina was the First in Scotland and naively thought the matter
had been ironed out some thirty years before when the Lord Justice Clerk, Lord
Wheatley, administered the Oath without the numeral for the first time, on 16 th July
1954, to an aspiring young advocate, Ian Hamilton. My reason for phoning the
Secretary of Commissions had been to enquire whether I might similarly take an
Oath of Allegiance to, ‘Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors…..’ rather than that
offered to me, which was to, ‘Queen Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and
successors…..’. You would have gleaned his response from the opening paragraph
above!

The visiting Sheriff who hailed from Argyll swore me in as a JP in 1986, in Fort
William. My question about the numeral seemed wasted on him yet, as I had
indicated to the Secretary of Commissions, I went ahead.
I left the matter for a time but then, when the form of the MP’s Oath appeared
before me in a novel, I started to investigate the matter afresh. There it was;
‘Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors…..’. Why could Scottish MPs take this
Oath when we couldn’t? I spoke with our resident MP, Charles Kennedy, to find that
the Oath without a numeral was simply a matter of routine, the point having been
long accepted.
Gradually I pressed the case, to the Clerk of the Peace, to our local Justices’
Committee, to the visiting Sheriff, all to no avail. At each stage I emphasised that
my personal loyalty was not at issue. (Indeed I have been privileged to meet Her
Majesty three times and organised significant royal visits over the years.)
With there being no Scottish Parliament then, I worked round MPs of various parties
with no real progress being made. The Scottish Office at the time seemed little
interested.
Then Solicitor-Advocates were introduced who, without fuss, were invited to take an
Oath to ‘Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors…..’
In October 1992 I sang in the Gold Medal Final at the National Mòd in Oban and met
the late Ray Michie MP on stage, when she was presenting the medals. She was
extremely interested in the issue and resolved to take the matter forward for me.
(Later she became Baroness Michie, the first person to take an Oath of Allegiance in
the House of Lords, in Gaelic.) Within two months, she had met with and obtained a
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letter from the Minister of State for Home Affairs and Health, Lord Fraser of
Carmyllie, QC. He accepted the argument and had instructed that an amendment to
the guidance on administering the Oath that was contained in the 1989 JP’s
Handbook “should soon be issued”.
Shortly afterwards, in early 1993, I received a letter from the Secretary of
Commissions, confirming that he had been instructed to reissue the Handbook and
would include the revised guidance. Having received this second reassurance, I
highlighted the matter at Highland and Scottish JP training events, suggesting that
an Oath without the numeral was now acceptable. Some resistance and objections
were apparent but, nevertheless, I was not unduly discouraged and believed that all
was in hand. But when I wrote to the Secretary of Commissions 9 months later, to
check progress, I received no response.
The District Courts’ Association stepped forward as a potential ally, discussed the
need for a revision with the Secretary of Commissions office, but stopped short from
pressing for this in writing….
In 1994 I was invited to become an Honorary Sheriff in Fort William. I went to see
the Sheriff Clerk and indicated that there could be a barrier. He said that there
hadn’t been any difficulty before but agreed to check the prescribed form of Oath.
Imagine my surprise when he called me the next day and read the Oath – without
the numeral! No, there hadn’t been a problem before because Sheriffs, for a
generation or more, had taken the Oath to, ‘Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and
successors…..’. So why was there continuing resistance to change for the Oath for
JPs?
In September 1998 a bulky envelope arrived through the letterbox: it was the
revised Handbook but there was no revision! Imagine my disappointment as I lost
no time in writing to the new Secretary of Commissions, whose reply indicated that
the matter would be born in mind ‘in any future revision’…..another five years with
no progress.
Shortly afterwards, the first Oaths were sworn by Members of the new Scottish
Parliament, to ‘Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors…..’ Still I encountered
unease, resistance and some slight ridicule at JP conferences and the like.
I was involved in the Institute of Contemporary Scotland for a time where I was
privileged to meet Ian Hamilton, QC, who was not at all surprised at my story and
wished me well.
Eventually, in 2007, the Scottish Court Service developed and, with it, the
opportunity to raise this again. I learned that a Bench Book was being written and
met Sheriff Frank Crowe, who understood the issue and responded immediately,
just before printing, by managing to have inserted at the bottom of page 88 in the
December 2007 edition, referring to the fact that although the old ‘Handbook for
Newly Appointed Justices of the Peace in Scotland’ contains an Oath of Allegiance
with the word, ‘Second’ an Oath to ‘Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors…..’,
would be equally binding.
So, in 2007, fifteen years after being promised a revision, it had actually appeared
in print. Still I encountered reluctance to implement this, as it appeared optional.
Through Fergus Ewing, Minister for Community Safety, I received a letter from the
Criminal Justice Directorate in April 2009, confirming that the guidance would be
issued to say that the Oath without the suffix, ‘the Second’ “will be sufficient”. A
direct instruction, through the justice system; progress indeed! But would the result
be any different from Lord Fraser’s direction in December 1992?
Continued on page eight……...
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Andy Lees Service of Thanksgiving and Farewell
The Service of Thanksgiving and Farewell for the late Andy Lees, Governor of Rotary
District 1230, was held on Friday 11th March in Tayvallich Parish Church. Lochaber
Club was represented by President Terry Lee, Donald & Gail Young, Sheana Fraser,
John Harvey and John Hutchison. More than 70 Rotarians had travelled, we were
told, so proportionately Lochaber turned out well. Andy’s DG 2015/16 pop-up Rotary
banner had been erected at the front of the church.
The hymns were: How Great Thou Art, Ps 23 and Guide me o thou great Jehovah.
There was standing room only in the church with many listening outside on speakers.
There were many humorous elements in the tributes with Andy’s Welsh heritage to
the fore. The Retiral Offering was in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care and Rotary
Foundation.

Taigh a‘ Bhealaich is a beautiful spot and you could envision the Viking galleys and
Lordship birlinns there.
Our thoughts and prayers continue with Liz, Fiona and Grant and with all the family.

Continued from page seven...
Research is of course much easier nowadays and the Westminster Parliamentary
website reveals that all, (yes all) MPs in whichever country, take an Oath of
Allegiance to, “Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors,…” with no
numeral. It also confirms that the prescribed form is in the Oaths Act 1978.
Interestingly, I had always been referred to the Promissory Oaths Act 1868 backed
with the argument that the Monarch’s proper title was Queen Elizabeth the Second.
No one had volunteered the existence of the 1978 Act. Thus the MPs Oath had been
changed at least from 1978, if not before.
So now we know that Oaths taken by Advocates, Sheriffs, MPs, MSPs and SolicitorAdvocates have not contained a numeral for a very long time, if at all. Why did no
one think about including us and, when asked, why has it taken almost thirty years
for the principle to be ‘almost’ accepted?
I am pleased to say that the recent intake of JPs in Grampian, Highlands and Islands
sworn in by the Sheriff Principal took the Oath without a numeral. Has there been a
similar change in your area?
‘Persevere’? Yes; always.
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Rotarians
from India
Lochaber
Gardening
Tasksvisit
for April
Firstly, remember that there is still a good chance of frost, so
ensure that you have some form of heating in your
greenhouse. This is so you are comfortable when having a
break for a well-earned wee libation.
Tasks
Try to get rid of slugs and snails etc. before they get a chance
to take hold, either by organic means (i.e. some beer in a jaralthough some may consider this a waste of good beer) or
inorganically e.g. slug pellets.

Lightly fork over beds and borders and put in plant supports
as deemed necessary.
If you didn’t feed plants last month, do so now.
Remove frost damaged shoots from tender evergreen shrubs.
Spray roses with fungicide to control blackspot etc. and check for aphids and rub or
hose off.
Cut back lavender.
Finish dividing and replanting summer flowering perennials.
Plant dahlia tubers.
Plant out sweet peas grown in the Autumn.
Vegetables
Sow tomatoes, celery, sweetcorn, marrows, courgettes, squashes, leeks near the
end of the month and under cover.
After all this you should take a long, hot soak in the bath and enjoy a well-deserved
dram of whatever you fancy

Rotary Subs
Treasurer George has sent this report to us:Rotary Subs. will be due on 1st July and this is where your £90 goes:
R.I.B.I. get £49 of this in two payments;
District get £21 of this in two payments;
Foundation get £15 of this in one payment;
which leaves the Club with £5.00 !
When a new member joins the Club they pay £14.50 for a name badge , £2.00 for a
Rotary label pin badge and the Club Polo/Gilet cots £48.88 of which the club pays
50%.
The remaining £70 from the £160 is payment for a couple at Charter Night.
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Young Chef Regional Final
Nicole Cameron, a pupil of Lochaber High School, was among the contestants at the
West Lothian College in Livingston on Saturday 5th March for the Regional Final of the
Rotary Young Chef of the Year Competition. Nicole is the third person from Lochaber
in recent years to have gone all the way to the Scottish and North England Regional
Final stage of this competition.
The standard of cooking was very high, and any of the meals served would have
graced the table of a top restaurant. After the judging was over the families and
Rotarian supporters were allowed to sample the dishes. Several people were heard
raving about Nicole’s haggis ravioli starter and her crème brule. Unfortunately, Nicole
did not make the first three, but was awarded a certificate of merit.
Special thanks to Gerald McIntyre and his team for the huge effort that they put into
this competition. Thanks too for the enthusiasm of both families and staff at all the
schools who participated in our heats. Their encouragement and support for our
young chefs has enabled our local young people to compete at this highest level.
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From our archives—Who? When? Where? Occasion?

From the March Newsletter
This is the picture of the raffle sellers,
(from the left) John Rosie, Mike
MacGruer & Ron Gretton, at the
concert given by the Aberdeen
Fiddlers on 24th September 2006.
The location is the Ben Nevis
Distillery.
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Important dates ahead
Friday 1st April—Safari Dinner
Sunday 29th May—Am Am Golf
Wednesday 29th June—President Handover
Saturday 27th August—Agricultural Show
Saturday 26th November—Christmas Festival

@LochaberRotary

LochaberRotaryClub

12

LochaberRotary

