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Exciting Prospects for Lochaber
Guest speaker at the business meeting of Lochaber Rotary Club on 4 October was
Duncan Mackison, Executive Manager of Jahama Estates - the property arm of GFC
Alliance estates. Other arms include the SIMEC Group that is now running the two
former BA hydro-power stations, and Liberty House which is now operating the
aluminium smelter.
Duncan was formerly the chief operating officer for the largest private landowner in
the UK - the Duke of Buccleuch. In his new role his remit includes the largest of the
GFC estates - the former BA land extending to nearly 120,000 acres. The land is
made up of some of the most stunning scenery in Europe. The estates provide the
catchment area for the water supply to the hydropower stations at Fort William and
Kinlochleven.
Duncan will also act as general ambassador for the GFG Alliance in Scotland, and will
lead discussions with Scottish Government, Highland Council, public sector agencies
and local communities to develop major industrial, agricultural and recreational
projects for the Alliance. He will be heavily involved in GFG Alliance’s economic
redevelopment around Fort William, which includes building a large-scale alloy
wheels manufacturing plant and multiple projects across adjoining lands covering
renewable energy, outdoor sports, tourist facilities, forestry and new agricultural
activity.
Duncan responded to a wide range of questions and, on behalf of the Club, PastPresident Finlay Finlayson thanked Duncan for the insight into the wider economic
picture in Lochaber. Members responded with appreciative applause.

postscript - Immediate Past-President Paula Ross' niece Nicola Dale also works for
Jahama ! - small world !
Pictured is President-Elect Iain Johnston, Duncan Mackison, President Donald
McCorkindale and Past-President Finlay Finlayson.
Thanks to Iain Ferguson for the photo.
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Fort William’s Winter Festival – 24 and 25 November
This will be Lochaber’s tenth annual Christmas Festival and, to mark this milestone,
the Lochaber Rotary Club is teaming up with the Fort William Town Team to put on a
best-ever 2-day event on the lead up to Christmas.
Activities will kick off with the Street Gathering on Friday evening. The Town Team
are inviting folk to gather at the Parade Green from 5.45 to meet up with Santa at
6pm. Santa will then lead the lantern parade, accompanied by Lochaber School’s
Pipe Band, to Cameron Square for some festive singing and Santa will switch on the
Christmas Lights. Folk can bring their own lanterns for the parade and glow sticks
will also be handed out on the evening. The switch-on event will be covered live on
Nevis Radio from the marquee on Cameron Square. Mr. and Mrs. Bubbles and a
street magician will entertain the visitors during the evening, there will be a mini
fairground for children on Cameron Square and lots of other activities along the High
Street.
Moira Robinson, chair of the Town Team, said “Come and join us in the High Street
for an evening of fun and entertainment. We'll have lots for you to see and do
including the Christmas tree light switch on, late night shopping and much much
more”.
Saturday morning will see Santa and his team of Cairngorm reindeer (courtesy of
Ferguson Transport & Shipping) arriving at Cameron Square just before 11am and
then, led by the Ben Nevis All Stars and the Lochaber Pipe Band, making his way
along High Street, over the Parade Green and arriving at the Nevis Centre at 12
noon for the annual Designer Craft and Food & Drink Produce Fair.
With almost 80 stalls, and a huge range of gifts and crafts, this is the perfect event
to meet all your Christmas shopping needs – and all in one single venue! The Rotary
Club’s festival in the Nevis Centre is the perfect opportunity to source all your gifts,
and stock up on your festive food and drink while avoiding a stressful trip to the city.
…and, as well as the festive-stacked stalls, the Festival offers live music, Santa’s
grotto, a bouncy castle, a unique 6 classic malts whisky raffle, a live reindeer pen
with photo opportunities, and a hot chestnut stall. Yes, we’ve got the perfect indoor
marketplace for crafters and foodies and the very best in children’s entertainment!
The Festival opens its doors at 9.30 am in the Nevis Centre. This year the children’s
activities will occupy the studio hall with the craft and gift stalls and food and drink
displays in the main hall. The snack bar and children’s play areas will be open. The
grand raffle offers prizes of five quality local food hampers and, for whisky
connoisseurs, there is a collection of all six Classic Malts worth over £200 up for
grabs.
Rotary Club President Donald McCorkindale said “We are delighted to be working
with the Town Team. This has created a really exciting 2-day treat for the whole
family and we’re working with local organisations to expand some activities into the
following week. This year will see an even bigger range of unique stalls laden with
local crafts, gifts and food products, and our charity raffles offer quality prizes”.
Donald added, “Our local craft workers and food producers have put a huge effort
into making this the premier Christmas event in Lochaber and we are expecting to
attract almost 3,000 visitors this year. Why would you travel afar for your Christmas
shopping when you have an event such as this on your doorstep”?
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Young Chef Competition 2017
The quest to find this year’s Young Chef of the Year commenced at Ardnamurchan
High School on Monday September 25th. The standard of cooking was excellent,
especially considering that there were five fifth year pupils and two third year pupils
participating.
The judges were Rotarian Donald Young and Rosie Curtis from Marine Harvest who,
on completion of the salmon dishes, immediately checked that they had been
cooked correctly. All were.
The winner was Katie MacGillivray with a main dish of fillet of salmon in an Asian
marinade with noodles and a vegetable stack and with a dessert of lemon meringue
soufflé with fresh cream. Runner up was Angus Dunn with a starter of Bruschetta on
ciabatta and with a main of Carbonara with freshly made tagliatelle and wild
chanterelle mushrooms.
The other five competitors were Calum McIntyre, Rona McIntyre, Alex MacKinnon,
Archie Green and Kirsty MacDonald.
Thanks to all the competitors, judges Donald and Rosie and to Ardnamurchan High
School for their enthusiasm.
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Fort William Mod 2017 – the biggest in 125 Years
With over 3,500 competitors, and 8,000 followers, Fort William hosted the biggest
ever Royal National Mod in its 125-year history. It is estimated that the nine days of
Gaelic music and culture generated up to £3 million for the Lochaber economy as
well as firmly cementing the town, with its Gaelic links and excellent range of
venues, as an ideal location for this annual event.
Guest speaker at the business lunch meeting of the Lochaber Rotary Club on 11th
October was Ron Cameron, chair of the local Mod organising committee. Ron, a
crofter from Banavie and son of the late Councillor Walter Cameron, explained that,
as well as providing a focus for competitive events such as choirs and solo singing,
piping, sport, drama, literature and reading, there was an expanding noncompetitive fringe.
After giving a fascinating account of the 125-year history of the Mod, Ron continued
“Mod goers love Fort William with its good halls and venues, hotels and
accommodation, Highland atmosphere and plenty of ceilidhs” and added in jest “the
‘guaranteed sunshine’ is also an attraction!”. The new Gaelic Medium School has
also endorsed Lochaber’s role as a centre for excellence in all things Gaelic.
Ron explained that there is a growing awareness of the economic benefits of hosting
the Gaelic world’s premier cultural event and continued “the fringe is now a major
part of the packed programme with traditional music, ceilidhs, book readings,
concerts and community activities of all descriptions.”
Activities began with a torchlight parade on the Friday night with the paraders and
the revellers following the procession to the Nevis Centre where the opening
ceremony took place.
President Elect Iain Johnston thanked Ron for “a very interesting talk about how the
event has developed over the years” and Club Treasurer and native Gaelic speaker
Flora McKee added an appropriate Gaelic response. Club members thanked Ron with
warm applause.
Thanks to Iain Ferguson for the picture below.
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Ron’s Cycle Trip to Lismore – a Report from David Robertson
On Saturday morning 23rd September, nine Rotarians and friends met in Port Appin
in time to board the 10 am ferry to the Island of Lismore.
We were very fortunate with the weather, with everyone enjoying a sunny dry
morning combined with a freshening south easterly wind. The normal ferry is
currently undergoing a refit and had been replaced with a large covered rib, which
was very efficient. Following two short trips, all the bikes and passengers were
ferried across the Appin Sound to Lismore.
We all set off with the brisk south easterly freshening and what can only be
described as "a bit side on”. It was, however, a very manageable wind. Three miles
later, we arrived at the local Community run cafe. This incorporated an Art Gallery,
books and high-quality souvenirs. After enjoying tea, coffee and cakes we re-joined
our bikes for the onward journey of five or six miles arriving at a high vantage point
at the southern end of the island where we all enjoyed spectacular views of the
surrounding islands and across the Firth of Lorne to Oban.
With the wind on our tails, we set off on the return trip once again stopping at the
Community cafe. Continuing our cycle, Clive suggested a slight detour to the old
Lime Kilns in Port Ramsay, which turned out to be a scenic and interesting diversion.
Anne and David made good use of the spare minutes before the ferry by picking a
very substantial quantity of luscious big brambles.
Our cycle trip was mainly on good tarmac roads with very light vehicular traffic. The
route was surprisingly hilly and a bit testing at times but good for the heart rate. The
total distance covered was approximately seventeen miles with time on the island
just over five hours.

Once again big thanks to Ron for the organisation and to all participants for the
wonderful company on our Island of Lismore trip.
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The Green fingers Project in Claggan
The Green fingers Community Garden Project in Claggan received assistance from
Rotarians Donald, Flora and Margaret. Margaret Boyd writes:
“Donald Young is the Treasurer of the Green fingers Project. The Green fingers
Project is a member of Voluntary Action so Flora and I have regular contact with the
group and provide as required on-going support. At the moment the Green fingers
Project is going through the process of becoming a Scottish Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (SCIO).
Recently Marks & Spencers through their community involvement team, spent a day
doing an amazing tidy up of the site and helping to recover the poly tunnel. (There
was a number of other volunteers helping with the tidy up but on the day I’m not
sure that this included any Rotarians – however, there will be a phase two
Greenfingers/Marks & Spencer tidy up so still lots of opportunity for Rotarians to get
involved).
The Green fingers Project started over 17 years ago. In the early years Green
fingers benefitted from the support and interest of the late Dr Su Sen. In more
recent times, changes within supporting organisations and the challenges of
recruiting and supporting volunteers have all contributed to a decline in activity and
to a certain extent the neglect of the garden area, sheds and poly tunnel. However,
a new committee is now in place and it is with their enthusiasm and expertise that
the Green fingers site once again has the potential to become an inclusive and
encouraging green space, a community garden at the foot of the UK’s highest
mountain, Ben Nevis.
The Green fingers project extends to 0.23 Hectares. The garden grounds are on a
south facing slope close to the Fort William Football Club in the village of
Claggan. The Green fingers site includes a large multi-purpose shed, a poly tunnel,
a wishing well and several smaller storage and composting areas. The garden
provides a tranquil setting close to the River Nevis. Public transport and car parking
are close by and it is a short walk to An Drochaid; the home of third sector hub
Voluntary Action Lochaber, which offers training and meeting room space. The land
on which the Green fingers project is based, is owned by the Highland Council.

Thanks to Lochaber Times for the picture.
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Susan Ross gives a talk to Rotary

At the Rotary Lunch meeting on 18th
October Susan Ross, of the National
Library of Scotland, gave a talk on her
work to establish a Gaelic language
Wikimedia. She spoke of the workshop
she is holding during the Mod in the Nevis
Centre.
President Elect Iain Johnston thanked her
for a most interesting presentation.

Geoff opens the fine box

At the meeting on 18th October, Secretary Geoff reported that the fine box
contained £81.10 all of which will be donated to the Benevolent fund.
How do we end up with 10p in the box? Has someone put that in instead of a £1.00
coin? No, maybe someone has given all that they had which included the 10p coin.
I’ll leave you to make your own mind up.
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Overview of Members Responsibilities
The Rotary Club of Lochaber
(Children and Vulnerable Adults)

It is again coming up to Christmas and we, as Rotarians, need to focus and be more
aware of our responsibilities to protect and safeguard adults and children who are
considered to be vulnerable.
Over the next couple of months, we will be seen much more in the public domain
carrying out our duties, some of which involve contact with susceptible individuals.
We will be visiting residential and domestic homes, delivering food parcels, carol
singing, bag packing and generally meeting more people than usual who are
deemed to be in that defined group.
We will be involved with the Christmas Festival, with Santa and his reindeer, handing out presents and meeting lots of excited children, some of whom will be running
around, away from their guardians.
We must be totally aware and alert to all situations around us and predict how they
could escalate and possibly deteriorate.
As well as ensuring a safe experience for these groups, we are protecting our Club
and safeguarding ourselves.
In any situation where we are involved, it is imperative to avoid being in sole
charge or having unsupervised contact with anyone coming under the heading of
vulnerable.
Whilst present at any of our events:
Treat children, parents and vulnerable adults with respect and understanding.
Always ensure that two Rotarians are present and in immediate sight at all
times.
Be prepared to challenge any unacceptable or questionable behaviour in others.
Be aware that behaviour can be misinterpreted, even when well intended.
And finally, report any potential incident or complaint to the President or Protection Officer.
A full and comprehensive Risk Assessment has been carried out relating to our
events over this period and, to the best of our knowledge and past experiences, all
matters and responsibilities have been addressed but again, I must emphasise, if
anything of concern or out-of-the-ordinary occurs please act quickly and make
someone aware.
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Book Project

Armando
is
taking
promotional T-shirts.

orders

Further information from Armando.
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Book Project

Book Launch—Saturday 18th November

The launch of our fund raising book
“Children’s Bedtime Stories from the
Scottish Highlands” will take place at
Highland Bookshop on Saturday 18th
November at 3.00 pm.
Everyone is invited to attend.
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Audley Male Voice Choir Entertains
Before a large audience in Fort William Duncansburgh MacIntosh Parish Church on
25th October, Audley Male Voice Choir presented a wonderful evening of music and
song. Audley is a rural village approximately four miles north west of the town of
Newcastle-under-Lyme in Staffordshire, England.
This 55-strong choir, founded in the mid-fifties, included Fort William as the place to
give the first performance of its 2017 Scottish tour. The audience were treated to an
impressive and varied programme comprising traditional, classical and modern
pieces and which included soloists by choir members and the choir accompanist on
the organ. The Musical Director is Sue Hallam and Ian Riddle was the accompanist.

The choir has performed at the Royal Albert Hall and in Glasgow Cathedral. It has an
enviable fundraising reputation and a long association with Rotary. In 1990, at the
International Festival of Malta, it won 1st place in the Male Voice section.
One of the high points of the evening was when the audience joined with the choir in
singing “Amazing Grace”.
A total of £680.83 was raised which will be given to the club’s benevolent fund.
In his vote of thanks, President Donald thanked the choir for a wonderful evening.
Thanks were also given to everyone who contributed in any way, including the
splendid interval buffet, but very special thanks were reserved for Sheana Fraser
who pulled the whole evening together.
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From our archives

Challenge for Iain Johnston to maintain this year’s Charter Night costs!

From the October Newsletter

Rum 2012
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Important dates ahead
Wednesday 1st November—Special General Meeting (Evening)
Saturday 11th November—West Highland Museum Charity Dinner
Saturday 18th November—3.00 pm—Book Launch at Highland Bookshop
Saturday 18th November—Safari Supper
Saturday 25th November—Christmas Festival
Saturday 2nd December—Rotary Charter Dinner
Wednesday 13th December—Carol Singing
Saturday 16th December—Bag Packing at Morrisons
Friday 22nd December—Bag Packing at Morrisons
Saturday 22nd December—Bag Packing at Morrisons

Safari Dinner
The date for the Club’s annual Safari Dinner is Saturday 18th November—full details
to follow. Thanks to John and Sheila Goodall for organising this event once again

For “The Wee Roaty” enquiries, email the editor David Anderson
david@lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk
or use “Contact Us” on www.lochaberrotaryclub.co.uk
Follow the Rotary Club of Lochaber on the following:-

@LochaberRotary

LochaberRotaryClub

LochaberRotary

Thanks to Voluntary Action Lochaber,
An Drochaid Claggan Road Fort William PH33 6PH, tel 01397 706044,
for producing our print copies.
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